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An empty seat, which may appear to have no meaning at first, can in certain
situations convey information that is not immediately visible, especially when it exists
within a shared environment such as a classroom or a train.

While it might simply indicate that a space is available, the interpretation of that

absence often depends on the context in which it is observed.

For example, in a crowded setting where most places are occupied, a single empty
seat may suggest that something about it has caused others to avoid it, even if no
clear reason can be identified.

In contrast, in a less crowded situation, the same empty seat may be seen as an

opportunity rather than a sign of concern.

Having been exposed to repeated experiences, people tend to form assumptions
about such situations, which can influence their behavior without requiring deliberate
thought.

If no one chooses to sit in a particular place, others may follow that pattern,

assuming that there is a reason, even when none has been confirmed.

In this way, what is absent can shape decisions just as strongly as what is present,
since interpretation is often guided not only by direct observation but also by

expectation.



=8

(D Why can an empty seat have meaning?

(2 What does an empty seat suggest in a crowded situation?

(3 Why do people tend to follow others’ behavior in such situations?
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What might happen if no one sits in a seat?

a. Others may also avoid it
b. It will be removed
c. It will become reserved

d. People will ignore it
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In this way, what is absent can shape decisions just as strongly as what is present,
since interpretation is often guided not only by direct observation but also by

expectation.
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(D Because it can convey information depending on the context

(2 It may suggest that there is a reason to avoid it

(3 Because they assume there is a reason when others avoid it
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e An empty seat, which may appear to have no meaning at first, can in certain

situations convey information that is not immediately visible, especially when

it exists within a shared environment such as a classroom or a train.
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For example, in a crowded setting where most places are occupied, a single

empty seat may suggest that something about it has caused others to avoid

it, even if no clear reason can be identified.
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