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In discussions about environmental problems, the responsibility that individuals are
expected to take is often described in general terms, which makes it difficult to
determine how effective personal actions can actually be.

While large-scale policies introduced by governments are considered essential, the
role played by individual behavior, which is sometimes underestimated, may in fact

be more significant than it appears at first glance.

For instance, habits that people develop in their daily lives, such as reducing waste
or conserving energy, may seem too small to produce measurable results, yet when
practiced by a large number of people, they can amount to substantial change.

As is often the case with social issues, actions that appear limited when considered
separately can, when combined, produce effects that extend far beyond initial

expectations.

Having become accustomed to relying on institutions to address major problems,
individuals may be inclined to assume that their own efforts are of little importance.
If such attitudes continue, however, opportunities to contribute to long-term solutions
may be missed, even though those solutions depend, at least in part, on consistent

participation.

For this reason, it is necessary to consider environmental issues not only from the
perspective of large organizations, but also in terms of the everyday choices through
which individuals, often without being fully aware of it, influence the surrounding

conditions.
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(D Why is individual responsibility difficult to understand?

(2 Why can small actions become important?

(3 Why do some people underestimate their role?
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What might happen if such attitudes continue?

a. Environmental problems will disappear
b. People will act more actively
c. Governments will stop acting

d. Opportunities for improvement may be lost
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Having become accustomed to relying on institutions to address major problems,

individuals may be inclined to assume that their own efforts are of little importance.
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(D Because it is described in general terms

(2) Because many small actions together create large effects

(3 Because they have become accustomed to relying on institutions
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e As is often the case with social issues, actions that appear limited when

considered separately can, when combined, produce effects that extend

far beyond initial expectations.
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e For this reason, it is necessary to consider environmental issues not only

from the perspective of large organizations, but also in terms of the

everyday choices through which individuals, often without being fully

aware of it, influence the surrounding conditions.
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