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He had already decided, before he noticed that he had done so, that he would take
the longer route, although there was no practical reason to avoid the street he
usually passed through at that hour.

The difference, if it could be called that, lay not in the distance but in the timing: the
alternative path delayed his arrival by just enough to coincide with a moment that
could not be anticipated with any certainty, yet had begun to feel, over time, ®Dless

like chance than repetition.

It would have been easier to deny this pattern, to attribute it to habit or convenience,
had there not been the occasional disruption — a day when she did not appear, or
appeared too early, or passed without noticing him at all.

On such occasions, the route lost its function, becoming indistinguishable from any

other, which only served to make the next attempt more deliberate.

He did not approach her. That had never been the point.
What mattered was the arrangement of movement: the distance that could be
reduced without being acknowledged, the alignment of direction that could be

maintained without appearing intentional.

Once, when the timing failed and they crossed paths more directly than expected, he
found himself unable to adjust, as though the possibility of recognition, however
slight, would have required him to abandon the structure he had been maintaining.
Instead, he continued forward, aware that the absence of reaction might be
interpreted as indifference, even though it concealed the only form of consistency he

had managed to preserve.



If he had allowed himself to treat the encounter as accidental, he might have avoided
the need to repeat it.

He knew that much.

Yet when the corner came into view — the one he had no reason to approach — he
slowed, not enough to be noticed, but enough to let the distance close in a way that

could still be mistaken for coincidence.

It was not the meeting he waited for, ( could / as / be / that / named / such / nor /
anything ).
Still, he found himself adjusting his pace again, as though the moment, however

slight, might be lost if he arrived too early — or too late.
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a. completely random

b. gradually becoming predictable rather than accidental

c. intentionally planned from the beginning

d. occurring only once

(2 What made the pattern difficult to deny?

(3 Why did he not approach her?
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What is implied in the final paragraph?
a. He is avoiding her

b. He is unaware of her presence

c. He is adjusting his behavior.

d. He has lost interest in the situation
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Yet when the corner came into view — the one he had no reason to approach — he
slowed, not enough to be noticed, but enough to let the distance close in a way that

could still be mistaken for coincidence.
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A. He was consciously trying to approach her.

B. He was convinced that his actions were entirely accidental.
C. He felt that there was a certain pattern in his behavior.

D. He actively wanted her to notice him.

E. He adjusted his behavior in a way that could still be mistaken for coincidence.
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(2) the occasional disruptions, such as when she did not appear or appeared at a

different time
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(3 Because it would make the interaction visible and break the structure he

maintained

@ c

® FNTH, AHLVRAICAD E—FK LG SEDCIEBEBHDRWGARIE > A
—— RIS HAEEDT. ARICKIODINRVWEEIC. LA LB EEZ e
BRPERICRZBELSICTRICIFTDRIREIC

®C-E
A TIRIFEEMICKLZISED TS5 ¢ LTWe, | — He did not approach her.
That had never been the point.; = BAD< Z &1 AEBTIEARL

MEEREE XA ST Z AL TWVWS)

@ nor anything that could be named as such
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e the alternative path delayed his arrival by just enough to coincide with a
moment that could not be anticipated with any certainty, yet had begun to
feel, over time, less like chance than repetition
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e |t would have been easier to deny this pattern, to attribute it to habit or

convenience, had there not been the occasional disruption
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e as though the possibility of recognition, however slight, would have

required him to abandon the structure he had been maintaining.
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e Yet when the corner came into view — the one he had no reason to

approach

one = the corner ($L{TEAIDSLMER)



e not enough to be noticed, but enough to let the distance close in a way
that could still be mistaken for coincidence.
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