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The phenomenon by which certain objects float on a liquid surface is often explained
in purely physical terms; however, the conditions that determine whether an object
remains stable or sinks are more complex than they initially appear.

Although it is generally assumed that lighter objects float while heavier ones sink,

(Msuch a distinction fails to account for the role of structure, distribution of mass, and

interaction with the surrounding medium.

For example, a solid object made of a dense material may nevertheless remain on
the surface if its shape allows the force exerted by the liquid to be distributed
effectively, whereas a smaller object with less mass may sink if its structure does not
support such distribution.

In this sense, what determines stability cannot be attributed solely to weight, since

multiple factors must be considered in combination.

This principle can be extended beyond physical systems, particularly when
individuals attempt to evaluate situations in which outcomes are influenced by
conditions that are not immediately visible.

(that / rational / decisions / in / isolation / appear / may ), when placed in a broader

context, result in consequences that differ significantly from what was expected.

If attention were directed only toward the most obvious factor, such as size or weight,
important variables might be overlooked, thereby leading to conclusions that fall

short of accurately explaining the situation.
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1. a simple comparison based only on weight

2. a complex interaction of multiple factors

3. a method of measuring density

4. a change in physical structure

(2 What example shows the importance of structure?

(3 What is suggested in the third paragraph?

@ What happens if only obvious factors are considered?
a. Results become clearer

b. Decisions become faster

c. Objects float more easily

d. Important factors are ignored
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If attention were directed only toward the most obvious factor, such as size or weight,
important variables might be overlooked, thereby leading to conclusions that fall

short of accurately explaining the situation.
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A. Whether an object floats or sinks is determined solely by its weight.

B. The shape of an object and the distribution of its mass can affect whether it floats.
C. Objects made of dense materials always sink.

D. Even a smaller object may sink depending on its structure.

E. It is sufficient to consider only a single factor when making a judgment.
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(2 A dense object floating due to its shape, and a smaller object sinking due to its

structure

3 The idea applies beyond physical systems
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(@ Decisions that appear rational in isolation may
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e For example, a solid object made of a dense material may nevertheless

remain on the surface if its shape allows the force exerted by the liquid to

be distributed effectively,
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e This principle can be extended beyond physical systems, particularly
when individuals attempt to evaluate situations in which outcomes are
influenced by conditions that are not immediately visible.
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