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Responsibility is often described as the obligation to act correctly, but such a
definition fails to capture its deeper meaning.
It is commonly assumed that responsibility exists only when rules are clearly stated,

yet this view ignores situations in which no guidance is provided.

Consider a person who finds a lost object in a public place.
There may be no rule that forces them to return it, and no authority may be present

to observe their behavior.

Even so, some individuals feel compelled to act, as if an internal principle were
guiding their decision.
This suggests that responsibility does not arise merely from external control but from

an awareness that one’s actions affect others.

If responsibility were defined only by rules, people would behave properly only when
they were being watched.

Yet experience shows that many individuals act honestly even in complete privacy.

What is significant here is not the action itself but the source from which it originates.
Only when people recognize that their choices influence the world around them do

they begin to act with genuine responsibility.
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(D How is responsibility usually defined?

(2 What situation is given as an example?

(3 Why do some people act even without rules?
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What might happen if responsibility depended only on rules?

a. People would always act correctly
b. People would act randomly
c. People would ignore all rules

d. People would act only when observed
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Only when people recognize that their choices influence the world around them do

they begin to act with genuine responsibility.
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(D As the obligation to act correctly

(2 A person finding a lost object in a public place

(3 Because they feel guided by an internal principle
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e |tis commonly assumed that responsibility exists only when rules are
clearly stated, yet this view ignores situations in which no guidance is
provided.
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e Even so, some individuals feel compelled to act, as if an internal principle
were guiding their decision.
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e This suggests that responsibility does not arise merely from external
control but from an awareness that one’s actions affect others.
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What is significant here is not the action itself but the source from which it
originates.
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Only when people recognize that their choices influence the world around

them do they begin to act with genuine responsibility.
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