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Why do two people remember the same event in completely different ways?
At first, this question may seem simple, yet the answer suggests that memory is far

less reliable than we tend to assume.

Consider a situation in which several withnesses observe the same incident.
Although they are exposed to identical information, their memories often differ, which

implies that what is remembered is not the event itself but the interpretation of it.

Having experienced strong emotions at the time, one person may recall certain
details vividly, while another, focusing on different aspects, may construct a
completely different account.

If memory were a simple record of facts, such differences would not occur, yet they

appear again and again.

What makes this more complex is the fact that people are usually unaware of how
their memories are formed.
They believe that they are recalling reality as it was, even though their recollection

may have been altered over time.

Seldom do individuals question the accuracy of their own memory.
Without such doubt, they may continue to rely on impressions that could have been

shaped by factors they do not even recognize.
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(D What does the passage suggest about memory?

(2 Why do witnesses remember events differently?

(3 Why do differences in memory occur?
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Why do people trust their memory?

a. Because it never changes
b. Because others confirm it
c. Because they are unaware of how it is formed

d. Because it is recorded
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Seldom do individuals question the accuracy of their own memory.
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(D That memory is less reliable than we assume (2 Because what is remembered is
the interpretation of the event, not the event itself
(3 Because memory is based on interpretation, not a simple record of facts @ ¢
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e Having experienced strong emotions at the time, one person may recall

certain details vividly, while another, focusing on different aspects, may

construct a completely different account.
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e What makes this more complex is the fact that people are usually

unaware of how their memories are formed.
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They believe that they are recalling reality as it was
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Seldom do individuals question the accuracy of their own memory.
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